MAKING COMMUNITY WITH MUSIC – TorontotheBetter’s Taodhg Burns                                                                     DOES A LITTLE LITTLE VERBAL JAM WITH MEGHAN MORRISON

A Meghan from Nova Scotia, or Ireland (the home of Meghans), should be at home on a hill, maybe a range called The Cabot Trail, perhaps, drizzly, tree covered and fiddle-echoing. TorontotheBetter found Meghan Morrison, of new social enterprise Love Buttons and the Cyber Jam community music project, in a more conventional place, at the end of a phone in Toronto. But it was not long before a high place  poked into the story. Meghan Morrison, it turned out, found her mission on a mountain in Switzerland. Unlike Irish mountains, Swiss mountains are cool, and clear. A good place for a vision and Meghan had one.  Either way, Meghan , mountains and music were made for each other, I found out.

After a university course in Athletic Training and Physical Education, our Meghan had taken off to Europe by way of Northern Maine and ended up on the Swiss mountain we found ourselves on top of a few words ago. There she found her calling: music. Years later, and in a moment of “insanity” she decided to bring the world together in a much less packaged way than the Coca-Cola  jingle-jangle we all know and some of us try not to hum along to. Meghan and her growing family of cyber-jammers get together on the Web every week and make music. It all starts in her Toronto basement from the suggestion  of a music style,  a “silly face”, an embedded video, and ends with a verbal get-together after everybody, including the Web world outside the basement, has  joined in the music sandwich. If there’s a better way of getting people together in the commercial-sodden, droning world we often have to live in these days, I haven’t heard about it yet.

Limited only by the power of their software, Meghan and her band, merry for sure, of web-jammers, have been inviting  more and more of the world to sing and play along  with them for 15 months now. And what they create remains online for all to enjoy after the jam. Avoiding the divisions of the music business, the world jam brings together the willing, whoever they may be, indies, professionals, and, maybe some whistle-along-ers. Echoing the words of Derek Sivers (Founder of CD Baby) “If it’s a great idea, you’ll act”, says Meghan. And she did.

Oh yes, there’s Meghan’s button business too – Love
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